
Dear Parents/Carers, 

I'm so pleased to share an update on our activities for Anti-Bullying Week
for next week. The national theme is 'Power for Good,' and I know  our

entire school community—children and staff alike—will embrace it.
To kick it off, we had an assembly today and on Monday we will have Odd
Socks Day.   These activities are vital in helping us foster a safe, kind, and

respectful environment for all our pupils.

As we are now in November, the month dedicated to the Holy Souls, we are
focusing our prayers on loved ones who have passed away.

We invite you to please send your child into school with the names of any
family members or friends you would like us to remember and pray for
during our collective worships and quiet times throughout November.

Books and reading also feature heavily this month with the Book Fair in
school, details about reading levels in this newsletter from Mr Hill and a

library morning for Y1/2 parents on Thursday morning.
 

God bless, 
 

Mr Gallagher 

7th November 2025

Newsletter



DATES FOR THE DIARY 
November  
7th         OPEN MORNING   for 2026 Reception – 9a.m to 11a.m.
               Girls & Boys Football Friendly at SJF vs STM
8th         Book Fair week starts 
10         Anti-Bullying Week - Odd Socks Dayth

11         Book Fair Parent Morning - 8.15a.m to 9a.m at the Libraryth

12         Book Fair Parent Afternoon - 2.30p.m to 3.15p.m at the Libraryth

               Christmas Dinner - pre-order deadline - no orders can be added after this
date.
13         Parent Library Morning (Year 1 & 2) 9a.m to 10a.m. More Information below.th

14         Children in Need - Non-School Uniform & Cake Sale - please see Dojo
message.

th

21          INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED  st

26         Development Event (SPORTS) at Sir Jonathan Northth

 

December 
4             Cross Country at Victoria Parkth

5             Menphys Rehearsal at De Montfort Hall (Year 6)th

                 Catholic Schools Carol Concert - tickets now available. Please see  Dojo  
                 message.
9             Reception Play - 1.30p.m & 5.30p.mth

10th         Immunisation - NHS contacting parents directly for consent. 
11            Year 1 & 2 Play - 1.30p.m & 6p.mth

12           PTFA Christmas Disco - 6p.m. to 8p.m. Tickets will be available to            th

                 purchase on School Shop- Arbor.
16th        Pantomime - please see Dojo Message.
17          Christmas Dinner, Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Class Partiesth

                (products available on school shop to purchase).
    20th  to 4th Jan – END OF TERM  

January 
5           Return to School. th



For any medical or

dental appointments

during the school day,

parents are required

to send written

confirmation (such as

an appointment letter,

text, or email) to the

school before the

appointment takes

place.

School Attendance
& Appointments

We would like to remind families of the
importance of regular school attendance. 

We have noticed a higher number of
absences at the start of this half-term, and
we appreciate your support in helping every
child attend school consistently and on time.

Reminders:Medical
Appointments If your child is unwell or unable to

attend school, please contact the
school before 9:00 a.m. on the day
of absence to let us know the
reason.

Our full School Attendance Policy can be
found on the school website. We encourage
all parents and carers to read this for more
information about authorised absences and
attendance expectations.

If your child has been absent for more
than three days, we kindly ask that
you provide a doctor’s note or medical
evidence to support the absence.



FOUNDATION
GOVERNORS 

We are looking for practising Catholics who want to support
Catholic education by becoming Foundation Governors at St John

Fisher. 

This does not have to be a parent at the school - someone who
has links with the school, a grandparent, a retiree or someone

you think may be interested. Let them know! 

There is a shortage of foundation governors across the trust and
it is important for Catholic education in Leicester and

Leicestershire that there are vibrant governing bodies. 

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a
Foundation Governor, please complete the ‘Self-Nomination’

form link

 (http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-
governors/appointment-foundation-governors) 

http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-governors/appointment-foundation-governors
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-governors/appointment-foundation-governors
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-governors/appointment-foundation-governors


READING TOGETHER
Our Approach to Books and Development

We know that learning to read is one of the most exciting journeys your child takes! As they
grow, they move from learning to read (focusing on phonics in Reception and Year 1) to

reading to learn across all subjects.

To support this journey, we want to share how we manage your child's reading books and
how you can help at home. We are committed to giving every child access to a wide variety

of high-quality books across many genres.

We regularly check your
child's progress to ensure

they are reading books that
are the "just right" level—
challenging enough to help
them improve, but not so

hard that they become
frustrated.

We use a system of coloured
Book Bands for fiction books,

which help us guide your
child to appropriate texts:

Blue
Year 2 (6+ years)

Yellow
Year 2/3/4 (7+ years)

Red
Year 4/5 (8+ years)

White
Year 5/6 (9+ years)

Important Note on Challenging Themes
Our books are categorised by their reading challenge level and their suggested age level.

If your child is assessed as reading at a level higher than their age, they may be moved to a band
(e.g., White) that has books typically read by older pupils. These books may sometimes contain
more challenging themes or topics appropriate for the older age group. If this happens, we will

send home a note to let you know they are reading books above their age level.

Non-Fiction and the School Library
Our school library is filled with a fantastic selection of books!

Your child can choose freely from our large non-fiction section (books about real facts, history, science,
etc.) to pursue their own interests.

We also have a huge range of fiction (storybooks) available in the library.
 Join Our Library Workshops!

We are excited to invite you to a series of Library Workshops that I will be hosting over the next few
months. These will be a great chance to learn more about how to support your child's reading at home

and how to use our school library effectively.

BOOK Bands



S P O R T S  H A L L  A T H L E T I C S

TODAY SPORT NEWS

Winning the Sprint
of the Games Award.



B O Y S  &  G I R L S  F O O T B A L L  F R I E N D L Y  V S
S T  T H O M A S  M O O R E

TODAY SPORT NEWS

Girls Football

A strong performance from the
girls winning a close encounter

with St Thomas More. Final
score 4-0.

Boys Football

The boys played with great
determination to draw 2-2
against a well organised St

Thomas More. 



Year 6 hit the road to Warning Zone,Leicester today — and came backsafety experts! 
They learned all about personalsafety, online awareness, and how tomake the right choices (like notpressing every button they see ).

A massive thank you to the WarningZone team for an unforgettable day!

YEAR 6WARNINGZONE TRIP

YEAR 6
WARNING

ZONE TRIP



Supporting Movember: Helping Raise Awareness for
Men’s Health

This November, our staff are taking part in Movember, a special charity
campaign that helps to raise awareness about men’s health. The

Movember Foundation supports projects that focus on important issues
such as prostate cancer, testicular cancer and mental health.

You might notice some of our staff growing moustaches this month! It’s
all part of the fun way people get involved in Movember — to start

conversations and remind everyone how important it is for men and boys
to look after their health and wellbeing.

We’re proud to support this great cause and to help spread the message
in our school community. If you’d like to learn more about Movember or

get involved, please visit www.movember.com.

Movember
CHARITY

https://www.movember.com/





