
Dear Parents/carers, 

Once again, the familiar and exciting countdown is truly underway –
Christmas is coming! This past Sunday, November 30th, we marked the
beginning of the holy season of Advent – a sacred time dedicated to
preparing our hearts and minds and waiting with joyful expectation for the
most wonderful event of all: the celebration of Christ’s birth. 

Advent holds a very special significance here in our Catholic primary school.

 While it is an incredibly busy time with preparations such as: 
Our dedicated staff and youngest children are busy rehearsing and
perfecting the beautiful Nativity plays. 
We are also focusing on our autumn assessments to celebrate the
children’s progress. 
Rehearsals for the Menphys and the carol service are in full swing. 
We look forward to our exciting pantomime trip! 
And of course, we share in the children's excitement as they look
forward to the arrival of Father Christmas. 

Happy Advent! May you and your family enjoy this time of expectant
waiting and spiritual renewal. 

God bless, 
Mr. Gallagher 

3rd December 2025

Newsletter



DATES FOR THE DIARY 
December 
4             9a.m Advent Massth

                 Cross Country at Victoria Park - Good luck to the 38 runners from SJF who   
                 compete in another cross-country league race on Thursday  
5             Menphys Rehearsal at De Montfort Hall (Year 6)th

                 Catholic Schools Carol Concert - Our School Choir will sing with Sacred
                 Heart, Leicester at De Montfort Hall on Friday 5th December in aid of               
                 our local Menphys Charity. Good luck to everyone for the concert and a 
                 special thank you to Mrs Chevin and Mrs Astill for their work with our 
                 School Choir. 
9             Reception Play - 1.30p.m & 5.30p.mth

10th        Immunisation - NHS contacting parents directly for consent. 
                 CAFOD Club Christmas Decorations Sale - after school in KS1 Playground 
11           Year 1 & 2 Play - 1.30p.m & 6p.mth

12           PTFA Christmas Disco - 6p.m. to 8p.m. Tickets will be available to            th

                 purchase on School Shop- Arbor.
16th        Carol Service - 9a.m - All Welcome. 
                 Pantomime - whole school - please see details below.
17          Christmas Dinner, Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Class Partiesth

                (products available on school shop to purchase).
                 Babies & Tots Last Session before Christmas Holidays 
19           Last day of term : finish time at 2p.m. After school club finishes at 4.15p.mth

                20th  to 4th Jan – END OF TERM  
Christmas concert 
Unfortunately, there will be no Christmas concert this year due to the delay in getting
the Year 4/5/6 music group practicing as a result of our Mrs. Birchall’s wrist
operation. We aim to run a summer concert and will look at putting on an Easter
show if progress is made. 

January 
5           Return to School. th

9th         Year 4 & 5 Swimming.
12th      Year 4 Instrument Lesson Start.
14th      Babies & Tots Start



Mrs Chevin
Acting Assistant Head 

Miss Church
Year 5 Class Teacher

Welcome
TEAM MEMBERS!

OUR NEW

Staff News for the New School Year

We have some news regarding our staffing structure for the upcoming academic
year.

Acting Assistant Head Appointment
We would like to extend a huge congratulations to Mrs. Chevin!

Mrs. Chevin will be stepping into the role of Acting Assistant Headteacher for the
duration of the next academic year while Miss Barrow is on maternity leave. We

are thrilled for Mrs. Chevin and know she will do a fantastic job.

Welcome to Year 5!
As Miss Barrow prepares for her maternity leave, we are also delighted to

welcome Miss Church to our team.
Miss Church will be taking over as the Year 5 Class Teacher in Miss Barrow's

absence. You may see Miss Church around school over the next few weeks as she
begins to transition into her new role.

Please join us in wishing Miss Barrow all the best, and in congratulating Mrs.
Chevin and warmly welcoming Miss Church!



P‌a‌n‌t‌o‌m‌i‌m‌e‌ ‌Dick Whittington



CATHOLIC
‌LIFE

St. Mary And St. John Bosco Parish Christmas Fayre 
The fair took place on Saturday 22nd November at St John Fisher

School. Father John is grateful for all the support. Over £2769 was
raised. 

Advent 2025 
On Thursday December 4th, 9 a.m., there will be an Advent Mass with

an opportunity for Confession for Years 5 and 6. 

Our Carol Service will be on Tuesday 16th December at 9.00am in the
School Hall. Please come along and join us.  

 
Our Chaplaincy Team will be leading an Advent liturgical prayers on

the themes of Advent on Monday mornings and prayer sessions
during Advent. Also during Advent children will be taking home a

Travelling Crib. We hope you and your family enjoy this school
tradition. 

 
Children will also be gifted a little Advent prayer and activity book

appropriate to their age group which they can use at school and can
then bring home. 

Nativity! 
We wish our youngest classes all the best as they prepare for the
annual nativity plays. This is always a magical experience for our

children, particularly in a Catholic school setting. Please encourage
your child to practice their lines, dance moves, and songs at home.

We'll be recording the performances and uploading them to a private
YouTube channel in time for Christmas.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
‌DIRECTORY





Attendance 
&  A B S E N C E  P R O C E D U R E S  

As we continue our journey through the
school year, I want to express my sincere
gratitude and pride for the commitment
shown by our families in ensuring high
attendance at St. John Fisher. Regular

attendance is a key part of our children's
formation, echoing the commitment and

discipline we strive to instill in every
pupil. 

 
The classes with the highest attendance

so far this year are:
1st place: Year 4 - 97.3% 
2nd Place: Year 2 - 97.1%

3rd Place: Year 6 and Reception - 96% 
 

Our target is always to have attendance
above 97%. Last week, attendance across

all year groups was 96.9%. 

Unfortunately, our whole school
attendance is below where it was

compared to last year. We need this
to improve for your child’s

education. 

A day off school not only means
they miss out a day’s education. It
means that learning missed out on
can lead to gaps in other lessons

that build on prior learning. 
 

Remember that excellent
attendance leads to amazing

achievements. 

 

 

A Gentle Reminder on Absence Procedures 
While we strive for perfect attendance, we understand that illness is

unavoidable. When your child is unwell, please exercise careful judgment
regarding their fitness for school. The health and well-being of all pupils and

staff remain paramount. 
Reporting Absence: Parents/carers must contact the school office by 9:00

a.m. on the first day of absence, clearly stating the reason. 
Medical Evidence: For medical or dental appointments, we kindly request
that you provide the school office with evidence of the appointment (e.g.,

an appointment card or letter). 
Extended Absence: If your child is absent for more than a few days, we

would expect that they have been seen by a medical professional to justify
the extended time away from their learning. 



FOUNDATION
GOVERNORS 

We are looking for practising Catholics who want to support
Catholic education by becoming Foundation Governors at St John

Fisher. 

This does not have to be a parent at the school - someone who
has links with the school, a grandparent, a retiree or someone

you think may be interested. Let them know! 

There is a shortage of foundation governors across the trust and
it is important for Catholic education in Leicester and

Leicestershire that there are vibrant governing bodies. 

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a
Foundation Governor, please complete the ‘Self-Nomination’

form link

 (http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-
governors/appointment-foundation-governors) 

http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-governors/appointment-foundation-governors
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-governors/appointment-foundation-governors
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/education/directors-governors/appointment-foundation-governors


Admissions applications for
Autumn Term 2026

If you have a child who is due to start
school in September 2026,

applications are now open. If you are
applying to St John Fisher CVA, you
have to apply directly to the school
and complete your Local authority

form online. The school form should be
returned directly to the school by the
closing date of 15 January 2026. You
can view our admission policy on the

website here. 
 

  

ADMISSIONS‌
2026-27‌

https://www.stjohnfisher-wigston.leics.sch.uk/admissions/admissions-procedures/


❄️ Winter Mini Reading Challenge ❄️
Dear Parents and Carers,

We are taking part in the Winter Mini Reading Challenge this year. In the
summer, 58 children earned certificates — let’s see if we can get even

more for the winter challenge! 

This is a great way to keep children reading over the winter months and
helps build their confidence, vocabulary and enjoyment of books.

📅 Dates:
1 December 2025 – 20 February 2026

To take part, children need to:
Visit wintermini.org.uk

Read three books or more
Review the books on the website

Download and print their certificate

If children complete the challenge, they will receive:
5 house points

Progress towards their merit certificate chart
Their certificate shown in assembly

Children can read any books — from home, school, the library, e-books or
audiobooks.

Thank you for supporting reading at home!

Mr Hill
Reading Lead



Y E A R  3  S P O R T S  D E V E L O P M E N T

SPORT NEWS

On Wednesday 26th November, 10 Year
3 children attended a Development Day

at Sir Jonathan North with five other
schools. The idea behind the day was to
think about improving self-confidence

during sport-based activities. The
children enthusiastically took part in an

assortment of activities during the
morning for example, Throw, Clap, Catch,

Speed Bounce and Throwing the Ball
through a Basketball Hoop. The children

were asked to keep their own scores,
noting when they had beaten their

previous score, which they recorded in
their own booklets. In addition, the

children also had to write down how
many times they had beaten their score,
and this determined whether they were
awarded a Gold, Silver or Bronze for that

particular activity. As many previous
scores were beaten our excited children
were awarded many Golds, Silvers and
Bronzes. All of the children thoroughly

enjoyed the morning. Thank you to Mrs
Johnson and Mrs Rahmati for taking the

children.



Thank you to everyone 
who attended our

Travelling Book Fair.

Together we have raised..........£1363.59............
for our school to spend on FREE BOOKS

Congratulations!


