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Policy for Maths

Aim high, work hard, be kind

Overview

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strutegies for the
teaching and leamning of Mathematics at St John Fisher Catholic Voluntary
Academy. It contributes to the school's philosophy of teaching and learning as
expressed through the Mission Statement.

Rationale

This policy helps create a structwred yet flexible framework, ensuring that
students build a solid foundation in mathematics during their primary school
years. It also supports teachers in delivering high-quality math lessons while
make sense af the world around us, through developing a child's ability to
calculate, reason and problem solve. It enables children to understand and
everyday lives. All students should develop strong mathematical skills and
mathematical understanding, fostering a positive attitude towwrds the subject.

Aun)s,cmd,Obgp,otwe&

Develop children's confidence and fluency in mathematics.

e Encouruge problem-solving and logical reasoning.

e Promote a positive attitude toward mathematics as an enjoyable and
useful skill.

e Equip students with the mathematical knowledge necessary for
everyday life, further education, and employment.

e Ensuwre that students can work independently, collaboratively, and take

Curriculum Overview

The school follows the national cwriculum for mathematics, which is
structured, around the following key areas. Each year group is expected to
cover a progressive range of skills, with more challenging topics introduced as
students advance.

Number (includi \dition, sul ion, multiplication, and division).
Fractions (including decimals and percentages).

Measwrement.

G ( jos. of o , nosition, and direction),
Statistics (data interpretation).



Teaching Approuches

At St John Fisher we teach the National Cwrriculum, supported by the Maths
No Problem! mastery teaching approuch from Singapore. This is a highly
effective approuch to teaching maths based on research and evidence. It has
heen created especially for children in the U.K. and follows the National
Cwricuwlum 2014. We have high expectations for pupils to think
mathematically, solve problems, and make connections through fluency and
mathematical reasoning. The scheme follows the following format:

Chapter Opener - Familiar events or occwrences that serve as an introduction
Jor pupils.

Explore - Includes questions related to vorious lesson ohjectives as an
introductory, activity for pupils.

Master - Introduces new concepts through a C-P-A approuch with the use of
engaging pictures and, manipulatives. Guided examples are provided for
reinforcement.

Activity Time - Provides pupils with opportunities to- work as individuals or in
small groups to explore mathematical concepts or to play games.

Guided Practice - Comprises questions for further consolidation and for the
Mind Challenge - Challenging non-routine questions for pupils to apply
My Maths Joumnal - Provides pupils with opportunities to show  their
Review - Allows pupils to- assess their own learning after each chapter.

Teachers will use the teaching strutegies below:

Differentiated Instruction: Lessons can he tailored to meet the needs of
Mathematical Fluency: Focus on speed and accuwrocy with numbers, through
regular practice of times tables, mental math, and numhber honds.

Real-World Application: Enswre that students see the relevance of math in
Concrete, Pictorial, Abstruct (CPA) Approuch: A structwred method used in
twdung/ommoepjts, WWMWMLW& ccncr@te) then moving to
symhbols (abstruct).

Assessment
Formative Assessments: Ongoing in-class assessments, ohservutions, and

daily quizzes are used to inform daily teaching and to identify students

strengths and areas for improvement.
Summative Assessments: Formal assessments are conducted at the end of

mathematical concepts.




Standardised Tests: Standardised testing (e.g., national assessments in
mathematics) may be administered in specific year groups to measure overall

Inclusion and Equal Opportunities

The school ensures that ewvery child, regardless of hackground, ability, or
special educational needs (SEND), has access to high-quality mathematics

teaching.

Support for SEND Pupils: Swderw&wmspeuaimd&wurecwfeadduwrmb
adjustments in teaching methods. Thwyxppnrbwdl,bamlthnzd,mtthEND
plans.

Challenge for Higher Attainers: More ahle students are given tasks that provide
greater depth learning and complexity, in order to extend their learning.

Homework

Frequency: Mathematics homework is set weekly to consolidate skills: learned,
in class.

Types of Homework: This may include online pructice (e.g., math apps) or
written exercises to engage students in real-world math problems.

Resources
¢ Classrooms are equipped with essential math resowrces (manipulatives
such as counters, nuwmbher lines, etc.).
e The use of technology, such as inteructive whitehowrds and math
softwure, to enhance leaning.
e Access to online resowrces for hoth students and parents to support
learning at home.

Professional Development

stay updated on the latest methodologies, tools, and cwriculum changes in
mathematics education. Learning wulks, couching, hook looks, pupil voice and
school.

Monitoring and Evaluation
Th@MaﬂmwﬂL&Lead,oversmt}wunpiemenmﬂunojlt}wpchg,, ensuwring,
shxdznt&muszdwmmthzeﬂedwuws&ojldwmmhmmm

Parents and Guardians

Resowrces are provided for parents to help support their child's learmning in
mathematics at home.




Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
Within the EYFS, we helieve it is important to build a strong foundation in
mathematics through play, exploration, and practical activities.

Aims and Objectives

¢ Develop children's confidence and curiosity in exploring early mathematical
concepts.

e Foster positive attitudes towards mathematics through play-based
learning.

e Introduce hasic concepts of numhber, shape, space, and measwre in a

e Encouruge children to use mathematical language and thinking in
everyday contexts.

e Build the foundation for mathematical understanding that will support

EYFS Framework for Mathematics,
Mathematics is one of the Specific Areas in the EYFS cwrriculum and is divided,
into two strands. The cwriculum is designed to align with Development
Matters and the Early Learning Gouls (ELGs) to enswre age-appropriate
progression.
e Numbers: This inwvolves understanding and using numbers, counting,
subtraction, and other basic operations.
e Shape, Space, and Measwre: This focuses on understanding properties
patterns.

Teaching and Learning Approuches

EYFS mathematics is taught primarily through play and exploration, allowing
children to experience math in a natwal, engaging wuoy. Key approuches
include:

Play-Based Leaming: Children explore mathematical concepts through
structured, and, free play activities, such as building blocks, sorting ohjects,
counting games, and using role-play scenarios (e.g., shopping games).
Pructical Activities: Use of real-life objects for counting, sorting, and
comparing (e.g., counting fruits, measuring sand in cups) to help children
connect math to everyday experiences.

Maﬂwm»aﬂmLLangung@ Encmuagmg,duldmnwusaterm&uke more," "less,"
"big," "small," "before,” "after;” "next," and "last’ in their conversations to
Adult-Directed Activities: Small group activities led by pructitioners to




Outdoor Learning: Using the outdoor enwironment to reinforce. mathematical
concepts, for example, through counting leaves, comparmg/swes,oﬁnawral,
objects, or exploring positional language like "under,” "over,” "beside."

Assessment and Observation

Onacing, O ior: Proctiti use inf L of ions and. i ,
lg' gplwg,and, l Lities, to hildren’s, l ical
Baseline Assessments: ImuaLassessnwu&\Aera,chud,stwt&thwseumg/w
gauge their starting point in mathematical understanding.

Progress Tracking: Pructitioners use the EYFS Development Matters framework
to track progress towwds achieving the Early Learning Gouls (ELGs) for




Roles (Governing Body, Head teacher, Teachers, Staff, Parents, Pupils)

Head Teacher and Governing Body:
'Enmthatthesdwotbwldmg&andprenu&e&mbzstusmwswppmt
. meadwtg,sumgmmﬂwughtojlhzalﬂmm%mgulamn&

* Monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of roising
pupil Attainment.
. Emmwwmwmmpmjommmamgzmpuummm

SuhgzctLeader
To have an impact on raising standards of attainment for Mathematics across
the whole school.
* Adapt and use the Programme of Study for Mathematics across the whole
* To monitor the whole school and individual needs to he able to assess
*  To maintain the avoilability of high-quality resources.
* To maintain an overview aof cwrent trends and developments within the
subject.
. T(Tensum WWWHMTWWAWLM a rigorous
. TUW@WWWWQMM@WOJ&WsWUm
sample monitoring is in place.
* To enswe a regular and effective programme of analysis of short-term
*  To effectively manage any funding designated to- Mathematics.
Class Teachers:
* Enswre the effective implementation of the National Cuwriculum for
Mathematics.
* Adapt and use the Programme of study for Mathematics across the whole
* Make effective use of Assessment for learning within Mathematics.
* To ensuwre work is planned to enable all children to reach their full potential.

Teaching Assistants:
* To support the class teacher in the effective implementation of Mathematics.

Parents/Carers:
We helieve that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to leaun.
We do all we can to inform parents about what and how their children are learning
by

* holding parents’ ewvenings to discuss children's progress



* sending an annual report to parents in which we explain the progress made
* explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework and
their Maths learning.
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