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St John Fisher Catholic Voluntary Academy
Further Curriculum Information
History 

 

At St John Fisher, we view History as a way to inspire pupils’ curiosity about the past. History presents children with the opportunities to develop fundamental skills of enquiry and questioning; to become open minded ‘historical detectives’ and explore the past in an exciting and engaging way. Our history curriculum aims to bring history to life, in order to help pupils to understand the process of change and the diversity of societies, as well as understanding their own identity and the challenges of their time. It is designed to enable the children to develop their knowledge of the people and events that have shaped the past, and therefore give them a better understanding of the present. Through History, children learn to make comparisons and links between the past and modern times and discover how and why things have changed.

 

History at St John Fisher is taught through our cross curricular Imaginative Learning Projects; which ensures the continuity and progression of skills, whilst providing engagement for all pupils. Our children study a wide range of ancient, British and world history, learning about famous historical figures and exploring how and why they have influenced our lives today. We enable opportunities for our children to explore the past through the use of a variety of sources of information to find clues and evidence and take part in discussions with their peers. We also aim to provide first hand experiences with role play, historical visits, workshops and visiting experts playing an important part in all our topics. At the end of a unit, our children enjoy expressing what they have learnt in a variety of interesting and creative ways.

Geography 

 

Geography develops children’s knowledge and understanding of people and places. At St John Fisher, we learn about the wider world as well as local areas, looking at the physical, social and economic issues surrounding each case study. Use of maps, atlases, photos and the internet ensures a well-balanced and interactive method of learning for all pupils. There are many cross-curricular links with subjects such as English, Maths and ICT. In Foundation Stage, children learn about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects and materials. They are able to discuss their own immediate environment and understand how environments may vary from one to another.

 

During Key Stage 1 and 2, pupils explore physical and human differences in the world around them through the Imaginative Learning Projects. Children learn about the skills needed to ask geographical questions about a locality in the UK compared to a locality in a less economically developed country. Children are taught how settlements differ and change and they understand environmental issues linked to these. Children also learn about water and its effect on landscapes such as rivers and coasts. They are taught differences in weather and the effect of climate change.

Art and Design 

Art and Design contributes to the development of the whole child emotionally, aesthetically, physically, socially and cognitively. It provides all children with the opportunity to express themselves imaginatively, creatively and develop their understanding of, and respond to the world around them. Pupils are exposed to many visual, tactile and sensory experiences. St John Fisher enables pupils to become involved in, enjoy and appreciate the visual arts and how it can enrich their personal lives. They learn the part that art and design plays in their own and others’ lives, in contemporary life and in different times and cultures, again through the Cornerstones Curriculum Imaginative Learning Projects.

Design and Technology 

Design and Technology provides our children with an opportunity to tackle problems of a practical nature. The cross curricular nature of Design and Technology offers a setting for the children to apply knowledge and skills from a number of other subjects including art, language, maths and science. Skills are developed using tools and machines in designing and making artefacts and food products with an emphasis on healthy living. Working with a variety of materials aims to help children learn important life skills. Children learn independently and in groups, learning to co-operate, plan, design and make and evaluate their work. They learn to make their own decisions with help and encouragement.

Music 

Music is taught throughout the school in cross-curricular way. The aim is to develop each child's musical potential giving opportunities for self - expression and creativity.

 

Instrumental tuition is available to those children in Key Stage 2 who wish to take advantage of it. The children are taught individually or in small groups and parents are required to meet the cost. Children who play instruments are encouraged to utilise their skill in school by playing for assemblies and concerts.  In Year 3, all children learn to play the recorder and Key Stage 2 children have the opportunity to take part in a weekly Music group/Orchestra.  In Year 4, the children are given the opportunity to learn how to play a string instrument and they take part in a termly concert. In Year 6, children form a choir which takes part in the Annual Menphys Carol Service and performs at various locations throughout the year, including De Montfort Hall.
Curriculum Enhancement 

The curriculum is enhanced by using visits and speakers whenever possible. We aim that each class should have one of these enhanced opportunities each term. Each year there is the opportunity for all children to enjoy a theatre experience and there are various sporting events which they attend.  We endeavour to make as many links with the other schools in the St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Multi Academy Trust as possible through a variety of curriculum opportunities.
There are opportunities for the children to take responsibilities within their class and the whole school. Children have opportunities to be School Councillors, House Captains, Young Leaders and School Chaplains. 
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