St. John Fisher Catholic Voluntary Academy
Assessment Policy
St John Fisher CVA has a particular distinctiveness in that it seeks to represent the Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ and the teaching of the Catholic Church as we strive to develop the talents of every member of our community.

This policy and procedure has been produced based on recommendations in the Final Report of the Commission on Assessment without Levels (Sep 2015) and in line with the ‘Purposes and Principles of Assessment without Levels’. 

Aims and Principles of Assessment

To ensure that:

· Monitor and record the attainment and progress of individuals, groups and cohorts
· Use attainment and progress information to guide teachers’ planning, strategies and use of resources and plan intervention
· High quality, in depth teaching, is supported and informed by high quality formative assessment
· The school ethos promotes and emphasises the opportunity for all children to succeed if taught and assessed effectively. 
· Inform parents and the Governing Body about progress and attainment
· Ensure a consistent approach to measure progress towards and against national standards
· Assessment supports informative and productive conversations with pupils and parents
· Children take responsibility for achievements and are encouraged to reflect on their own progress, understand their strengths and identify what they need to do to improve.
Types of assessment
Formative 

This is the ongoing, day-to-day assessment which is carried out by teachers and is key to effective classroom practice. Learning outcomes are shared with pupils and they play and important role through self-assessment of their own learning. Formative assessment is used by teachers to inform planning, resources and support in order for all children to progress.
· Assertive mentoring assessment materials ( Spelling, grammar, maths)

· making use of rich question and answers

· Marking of pupils’ work and RAG rating learning intentions

· Observational assessments

· Discussions with children

· Pupil self-assessment e.g. traffic lighting, purple pen, self-marking against agreed success-criteria

· Peer marking

· Reflection time every Friday

‘In-School Summative Assessment’

In-school summative assessments will be used to monitor and support children’s performance. They will provide children with information about how well they have learned and understood a topic or course of work taught over a period of time, providing feedback on how they can continue to improve. In-school summative assessments will also inform parents about achievement, progress and wider outcomes. Teachers will make use of in- school summative assessments to evaluate both pupil learning at the end of an instructional unit or period (based on pupil-level outcomes) and the impact of their own teaching (based on class-level outcomes). Both these purposes will support teachers in planning for subsequent teaching and learning. In-school summative assessments will also be used at whole school level to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, to identify where interventions may be required and to work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and expected attainment.

A range of ‘In-school-summative assessments’ will be used:
· End of year tests

· Short end of topic or unit tests or tasks

· Reviews for pupils with SEN and disabilities

· Termly monitoring of work with Phase Leaders
· Termly assessment relating to the National Curriculum 

· Pupil Progress Meeting (PPM)

· End of year annual reports outlining progress and attainment of children in relation to National Curriculum age related expectations.

· Moderation ( in-school, within our academy trust, with local schools)

· Transitions/ cross-overs with classes verifying assessments and judgements

National standardised summative assessment

Nationally standardised assessments will be used to provide information on how children are performing in comparison to children nationally. They will provide parents with information on how the school is performing in comparison to schools nationally. Teachers will have a clear understanding of national expectations and assess their own performance in the broader national context. Nationally standardised summative assessment enables the school leadership team to benchmark the school’s performance against other schools locally and nationally, and make judgements about the school’s effectiveness. The government and OFSTED will also make use of nationally standardised summative assessment to provide a starting point for Ofsted’s discussions, when making judgements about the school’s performance.

A range of ‘Nationally standardised summative assessments’ will be used:

· A Baseline Assessment in Year R

· A phonics screener in Year 1

· National Curriculum tests at the end of Key Stage 2

· National Curriculum teacher assessments at the end of Key Stage 1

Key Groups 

All individuals and cohorts are tracked throughout the year and discussed at Pupil Progress Meetings. 

Focus groups for 2015-16 are: 

( White British boys

( Pupil Premium 

( SEND 

Roles and Responsibilities 
( Governing Body: Monitor whole school attainment and progress data 

( Headteacher: Hold teaching staff to account for pupil attainment and progress through the monitoring of assessment data and performance management targets

 ( Assessment co-ordinator: Use pupil progress meetings and data analysis effectively to monitor the performance individuals, groups and cohorts 

( Teachers: Carry out regular, accurate assessment of pupils, provide high-quality feedback and use assessment information to inform planning 

( Support staff: Support children with their learning as directed by class teachers and provide feedback on children’s learning 

( Parents/Carers: Support children with home learning
An inclusive approach to assessment

In addition to the assessments above, the school will make use of additional diagnostic assessments to contribute to the early and accurate identification of children and young people’s special education needs and any requirements for support and intervention.

Training for staff

After joining the school, all teachers will be provided will be provided with a copy of this policy and it will form part of the induction program. In all staff meetings and training, there will be an emphasis on teachers having a good understanding of assessment and assessment practice, ensuring consistency throughout the school.
The school makes significant use of technology to assess and in order to support staff, training in the use of Target Tracker school assessment information system and other assessment measures will be given.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Assessment co-ordinator, is responsible for updating this policy in line with any new developments in the school and new government guidance. All staff are expected to follow the policy and the Leadership Team, following ongoing regular reviews of classroom practice, will be responsible for ensuring the effectiveness of practice across the school, reporting to Curriculum Committee and whole governing body.
Communication with Parents 

Children’s attainment and progress will be discussed at Parent Consultation Meetings which take place during the school year. Teachers are also available for informal consultation if parents wish to discuss their child’s learning at other points. 

End of year reports will comment on children’s attainment and progress and key assessment data will be included in these reports. 
Links to other policies

Teaching and Learning policy

Curriculum policy

Marking and Feedback policy

SEN policy

Higher attain pupils polic
Early Years Assessment 

Our school is a place where everyone is treated equally, encouraged and respected. We believe that all children should be able to achieve their full potential academically, socially and emotionally. We are committed to our school being a safe and inclusive place where learning is nurtured and encouraged in a happy, caring and fun environment. We all work for our school to be a happy place where good behaviour is expected and all children enjoy their educational journey. 

Within 6 weeks of the child starting they will be given a ‘baseline’ assessment. In Reception children will be assessed using EExBA Baseline Assessment which will be reported. 

On entry to the Reception we will use our professional judgement to assess the age band children are working ‘within’ across the EYFS 17 areas of learning.  Within 6 weeks of the child starting the nursery the children will be given a ‘baseline’ assessment.

Expected Standards for Early Years are; 
Reception 
40-60 months = In line with ARE (Age Related Expectations) 
30-50 months = Below ARE
Any other lower age band below = Significantly below ARE 
Formative Assessment 
As the year progresses children are monitored on their development and progress in all areas of development. Examples of children’s learning, showing their individual level and stage of development are built up throughout the year. Provision is made for these observations and assessments through experience and play. Progress is recorded by observing and assessing children either using hand written observations, staff notes or by use of IPADs, using the 2Build a Profile program. Data is recorded using Target Tracker. 
Assessment Cycle 
Reception 
Baseline 
( Within 6 weeks of the child’s start date 
( Reception to use EExBA to submit data. ( Used a pilot in 2015. Next year to be decided)
Progress 
( Autumn 2 
( Spring 1 
( Spring 2 
( Summer 1 
Summative data 
( Reception to submit ELG data Summer 2 
Parents 
Parents are included in their child’s learning journey via Homework, ‘What I want you to know’ sheets, Tuesday morning parent time, informal chats, termly parent questionnaires, Notice boards and the Website. Parents are also able to view their child’s Learning Journey at any time. We have 2 formal Parents Evening’s in the Autumn and Spring term. School reports are given out at the end of the year and parents have the opportunity to discuss them with the teachers. Plans are also in place to provide parents with electronic copies of the children’s learning journeys at regular intervals.
